
Wrong Answer or Teaching Opportunity? 
 

Children (and adults) have a natural curiosity about the world and often 
misconceptions.  When a learner answers a question wrongly or makes an 
incorrect comment, you have two choices.  You can point out the fallacy of their 
response, or you can use it as an opportunity to teach! 
 
Here are a few hints to help you foster questioning in your classroom: 
 
Gauge your audience’s knowledge of the subject by asking open-ended 
questions. 
 

• “Have you ever heard the word paleontology?” 
• “Do you know what it means when I say classify?” 
• “What do you know about minerals?” 

 
Value the responses you get. Recognizing students’ understandings helps 
them feel respected. 
 

• “Thanks for that answer; let’s talk about it.” 
• “Great answer!  Scientists once thought that, too.  Here’s what they 

discovered…” 
• “That’s an interesting thought, maybe you can help me figure this out.” 
• “Let’s find out together!” 

 
Encourage questioning. This will help you gauge your students’ understanding 
and allows them to feel comfortable not knowing all the answers. 
 

• “What do I mean when I call these animals vertebrates? 
• “Does that make you think of any new questions?” 
• “What do you think about that?” 

 
Recognize questions as genuine, even if the answer seems simple or obvious 
to you. 

 

• “What a great question!” 
• “I am curious about that, too!” 
• “Let’s see if we can figure it out together.” 
• “What do you think?” 

 
Let students know that you are still a learner yourself. Don’t feel like you 
need to have all the answers.  It’s important to answer honestly! 

 

• “I’m not sure.  Let’s formulate some inferences about that together.” 
• “I’ll have to do some more research on that topic, perhaps you can help.” 
• “That’s the great thing about science—it’s a world of questions waiting to 

be answered.” 


