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Activity Guide 
COMPARISON TIMELINES
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KHMER EMPIRE, 
SOUTHEASTERN ASIA 
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*Visit our First 
People’s exhibit 
on the third floor 
to explore m

any 
of these am

azing 
artifacts.
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• 802 C.E .—Jayavarman II is crowned, rules until 850, founds kingdom of Angkor.

• 899—Yasovarman I becomes king, rules until 917, establishes capital Yasodharapura on Angkor Wat site.

• 928—Jayavarman IV takes throne, establishes capital at Lingapura (Koh Ker).

• 1002—Khmer civil war between Jayaviravarman and Suryavarman I, construction begins on Western Baray.

• 1050—Udayadityavarman II takes throne, builds Baphuon.

• 1080—Mahidharapura Dynasty founded by Jayavarman VI, who builds Phimai temple.

• 1113—Suryavarman II crowned king, rules until 1150, designs Angkor Wat.

• 1140—Construction begins on Angkor Wat.

• End of 12th century—Angkor Thom (“Great City”) built as new capital, including state temple at the Bayon.

• 1296-97—Chinese chronicler Zhou Daguan visits Angkor, records daily life in Khmer capital.

• 1327—End of classical Khmer era, last stone engravings.

• MID 1300 AND EARLY 1400—Severe droughts in the Angkor area, followed by periods of flooding.

• 431—Angkor abandoned after invasion by Siam (Thais), although some monks continue to use the site.
Lake overfished. 
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