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Natural History Museum of Utah (UMNH) NAGPRA Policy 
 

The mission of the Natural History Museum of Utah (UMNH) at the University of Utah is to 
illuminate the natural world and the place of humans within it. As part of this mission, we are 
committed to the repatriation of ancestors currently located at the UMNH. It is the policy of the 
UMNH to assure the respectful and dignified treatment of Native American ancestral remains and 
cultural items that are housed in the UMNH collections while under the Museum’s care. 

 
The UMNH has a duty to care for ancestral remains, associated funerary objects, unassociated 
funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony located at the museum until such 
time they are claimed and repatriated to Tribal entities. All ancestors and their associated objects 
will be treated with sensitivity and respect. The Museum does not display Native American human 
remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony, as defined by the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA; 25 U.S.C. 3001). The Museum will 
remain in compliance with NAGPRA and aim to uphold the letter and spirit of the law. 

 

I. Compliance 

Per the UMNH Collections Management Policy, the museum will abide by all state and federal 
laws. The Museum complies with all legal requirements of NAGPRA (25 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) to 
repatriate ancestors and cultural items to lineal descendants or Native American tribes. The 
Museum will follow NAGPRA guidelines to identify potentially affiliated tribes (geographically 
and/or culturally), initiate consultation with these tribes, and fulfill repatriation requests (see 
Sections II and III of this document). The UMNH does not hold any individuals of Native 
Hawaiian descent. The UMNH also complies with NAGPRA’s implementing regulations 
(43CFR10) for all existing and newly discovered collections. Section 5 of the Act and its 
implementing regulations provide an orderly process for determining the disposition of NAGPRA 
remains and objects collected prior to November 1990 from any lands in the United States. The 
disposition of collections made prior to this date from lands owned by the state of Utah, private 
lands, or lands of unknown origin is the responsibility of the UMNH. The disposition of 
collections made prior to this date from lands owned by the federal government or Native 
American tribes will be the responsibility of the appropriate land-managing agency or tribe. 
Collections made after this date are subject to Section 3 of the Act for non-museum collections. 

 
The UMNH inventory of ancestors and associated funerary objects can be found on the NAGPRA 
website at https://apps.cr.nps.gov/nagprapublic/Home/Inventory. Any inquiries regarding 
unassociated objects, objects of cultural patrimony, or sacred objects may also be directed to the 
UMNH Anthropology Collections staff at NAGPRA@nhmu.utah.edu. 

 
The UMNH may partner with federal and state agencies by accepting short-term loans of 
ancestors and associated funerary objects collected from recent excavations and which fall under 
Section 3 of the Act (25 U.S.C 3002). These loans will be held for the purpose of housing 
ancestors and objects during the NAGPRA consultation process. Loans of NAGPRA collections 
will not be accepted from private individuals. Tribal communities who wish to have culturally 
affiliated ancestors, associated funerary objects, unassociated funerary objects, objects of cultural 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title25/chapter32&edition=prelim
https://nhmu.utah.edu/sites/default/files/files/2024-11/UMNH_CMP_2024.FINAL_.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim%40title25/chapter32&edition=prelim
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=913a018b2e6e6b978b0040e805b8e6fe&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title43/43cfr10_main_02.tpl
https://apps.cr.nps.gov/nagprapublic/Home/Inventory
mailto:NAGPRA@nhmu.utah.edu
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim%40title25/chapter32&edition=prelim
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patrimony, and sacred objects retained at the Museum should contact UMNH Anthropology 
Collections staff. 

 
The Museum will provide the same degree of long-term curatorial care of ancestors and cultural 
objects subject to NAGPRA as it does for its non-NAGPRA collections, as required under 
36CFR79.9. In addition to high standards of curatorial care, the UMNH will also defer to Tribal 
authorities regarding the handling and housing of ancestors and other NAGPRA collections 
while under the UMNH’s care. 

 
II. Determination of Geographic or Cultural Affiliation 

 
Cultural affiliation is defined by NAGPRA as a reasonable connection between human remains 
or cultural items and an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization based on a relationship 
of shared group identity. Cultural affiliation may be identified clearly by the information available 
or reasonably by the geographical location or acquisition history of the human remains or 
cultural items (43CFR10.2). 

 

According to NAGPRA (43CFR10.3), cultural affiliation between a present-day Native 
American tribe or Native Hawaiian organization and ancestors, funerary objects, sacred objects, 
or objects of cultural patrimony of an earlier group is determined based on the following 
requirements: 

 
a. Existence of a federally recognized, present-day Native American tribe or Native 
Hawaiian organization; 

 
b. Existence of an identifiable earlier group; and 

 
c. Existence of a shared group identity that can be reasonably traced between the present- 
day Native American tribe or Native Hawaiian organization and the earlier group. 

 
According to NAGPRA, the Indian Tribe with the closest cultural affiliation, in the following 
order, is: 

 
1) The Indian Tribe whose cultural affiliation is clearly identified by the information 
available. 

 
2) The Indian Tribe whose cultural affiliation is reasonably identified by the geographical 
location and acquisition history of the human remains or cultural items. 

 
3) The Indian Tribe whose cultural affiliation is reasonably identified by only the 
geographical location of the human remains or cultural items. 

 
4) The Indian Tribe whose cultural affiliation is reasonably identified by only the 
acquisition history of the human remains or cultural items. 

 
The UMNH is committed to consulting with Tribal authorities in order to make every effort to 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2024-title36-vol1/CFR-2024-title36-vol1-part79
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10/subpart-A
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10/subpart-A
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culturally or geographically affiliate each ancestor and their associated funerary objects. Tribal 
authorities shall be permitted reasonable access to examine items in the UMNH collections to 
evaluate the cultural affiliation of items listed in the inventory as culturally unidentifiable. They 
shall also be given the opportunity, upon request, to present their views orally or in writing to 
UMNH Anthropology Collections staff regarding the identification of any such ancestors, 
funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects or cultural patrimony. The perspectives of such Tribal 
authorities shall be given considerable weight in determining cultural affiliation. 

 
Determination of cultural or geographic affiliation will follow the consultation process specified 
in sections 43CFR10.8 and 43CFR10.9. The UMNH will consult with lineal descendants and 
representatives of federally recognized tribes who have a claim based on geography or cultural 
affiliation to the ancestors or cultural items. 

 
III. Requests for Repatriation 

 
The Museum will fulfill requests for repatriation of culturally and/or geographically affiliated 
ancestors and cultural objects in a manner and within the time frame determined by 43CFR10.10. 
Each claim must be preceded by a consultation with the UMNH and a Notice of Inventory 
Completion posted in the Federal Register. Until a formal request for repatriation is initiated by a 
Tribal claimant, the UMNH will maintain all NAGPRA objects and ancestors in trust. 

 
All associated funerary objects will be repatriated with the associated ancestors when in the 
possession of UMNH. Associated photographs and records will be maintained by the UMNH. 
Photographs and records will be restricted from public view. 

 
If a culturally or geographically affiliated Native American tribe does not have the ability to store 
or care for ancestors, associated or unassociated funerary objects, objects of cultural patrimony, 
or sacred objects, they may enter into a care and trust agreement with the Museum. These objects 
may be used by the affiliated tribe or organization for ceremonial purposes. 

 
IV. NAGPRA Collections for Research and Educational Purposes 

 
When considering access to ancestors, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural 
patrimony for education and/or research purposes, the UMNH respects the concerns of Native 
American communities. The UMNH does not permit destructive analysis of NAGPRA 
collections unless requested by the culturally or geographically affiliated tribe(s). Any requests for 
non-destructive study of NAGPRA collections for research or educational purposes must be 
approved by culturally and/or geographically affiliated tribes. When considering research 
requests, the UMNH will offer to assist researchers by providing appropriate Tribal and land 
agency contacts, but it is the responsibility of the researcher to contact tribes and/or agencies to 
explain their proposed study and obtain explicit written consent. Researchers are also expected to 
share resulting data, unpublished summaries, and publications with Tribal communities and the 
UMNH to ensure a transparent process and balanced dialog. 

 
Ancestors and cultural objects subject to NAGPRA will not be photographed without the consent 
of culturally or geographically affiliated Tribal representatives.  Photographs taken in the past will 
be archived but restricted from public access. Access to these images requires Tribal 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=f7f82835044af0e80bd9350a190abb82&mc=true&node=se43.1.10_18&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=f7f82835044af0e80bd9350a190abb82&mc=true&node=se43.1.10_19&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=f7f82835044af0e80bd9350a190abb82&mc=true&node=se43.1.10_110&rgn=div8
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consent. All documentation will be maintained by the UMNH in perpetuity. Images will not be 
used for exhibition/display purposes, nor will they be used in any context without the permission 
of the tribes. 

 
V. Exhibition 

 
The UMNH does not exhibit human remains and/or associated funerary objects, unassociated 
funerary objects, objects of cultural patrimony, or sacred objects as defined under NAGPRA. The 
exhibits of the Museum have been developed in consultation with the Museum’s Indigenous 
Advisory Committee (IAC) and appointed tribal representatives. We recognize that Tribal Nations 
have diverse perspectives, experience leadership changes, and may have shifting priorities. For this 
reason, consultation and consent regarding our exhibits is an ongoing engagement with the 
Museum’s Indigenous Advisory Committee (IAC), Indigenous leaders, elders, knowledge keepers, 
and artists. The UMNH understands that ongoing consultation with Tribal communities may yield 
revised characterizations of cultural objects and will remove objects from exhibit and pursue 
repatriation as requested. 
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